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The materiality of a word cannot be translated or carried over into another language. Materiality
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is precisely that which translation relinquishes. To relinquish materiality: such is the driving force of
translation. And when that materiality is reinstated, translation becomes poetry. In this sense, since the

materiality of the signifier constitutes the idiom of every dream scene, dreams are untranslatable.
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:Pablo Neruda « En TiLa Tierra 1> 3 5 Ll s4ad -0 1972 rl_c L?J D. Walsh
Little & a2l
Rose 53 9
Roselet «su 5 9
Attimes cf'-Tj Cﬂoﬁ
Tiny and naked (& ,le 35 a0
itseems ydo
as though you fit L3de oS JJ LS
in one of my hands cgfb-\) S| de
as though I’ll clasp you like this 1085 oo ‘Z;JTS
and carry you to my mouth cqo.é L)\ d.Lp-T)
but -,SJ
suddenly oLd
My feet touch your feet and my mouth your lips . Elzid el gq.'e) WS ERSWN T{VEL
you have grown ¢ .S 4l
your shoulders rise like two hills quS C"" g_bLS\
your breasts wander over my breast ¢ g .o Y u‘ﬁﬁq SLas
my arm scarcely manages to encircle the thin &l 5 oo C.b:w.: s$IL go\,s
new—moon line of your waist : £ ,ua3e) dyd> 8 Lo
in love you have loosened yourself like sea water :fg)\ ¢le J;a Sl c,.?‘-j gfad\ %;e
| can scarcely measure the sky’s most spacious eyes i> L. J:S%Y\ slowd| O 508 oL G.E:.«T s$IL
And | lean down to your mouth to kiss the earth .u;lﬁ!\ Jed cles ) L“s.'o;ﬁj
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Pequefa
rosa,
rosa pequenfa,
a veces,
diminuta y desnuda,
parece
que en una mano mia
cabes,
que asi voy a cerrarte
y llevarte a mi boca,
pero
de pronto
mis pies tocan tus pies y mi boca tus labios:
has crecido,
suben tus hombros como dos colinas,
tus pechos se pasean por mi pecho,

mi brazo alcanza apenas a rodear la delgada
linea de luna nueva que tiene tu cintura:
en el amor como agua de mar te has destado:
mido apenas los ojos mas extensos del cielo

y me inclino a tu boca para besar la tierra.

(Neruda 1972: 2-3)
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O beautiful for spacious skies ¢izewma)l E5| slond i L

For amber waves of grain ‘C‘*‘U‘ Rl C\}:‘){
For purple mountain majesties u.l\jzfi\ J...?J‘ D)

Above the fruited plain ! ool gl 3 42
! America! America !lSﬂ.aT HSJ;.J

God shed his grace on thee Elle alll ("J

And crown thy good with brotherhood 3 s> Y £ .= C}Sj

!From sea to shining sea ! 3 il >l J| > Jl e
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Galoppa, fuggi, galoppa, superstite fantasia. Avido di sterminarti, il mondo civile ti incalza alle calcag-
na, mai piu ti dara pace.
(Buzzati 1971: 12)

Hurry, fly away, superstitious fantasies. The civil world, eager to exterminate you, follows in hot pur-

suit. It will never let you rest.
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Ogni tanto, tra le tante forme degli esseri viventi, incontravo qualcuno che “era uno” piu di quanto io
non lo fossi: uno che annunciava il futuro, ornitorinco che allatta il piccolo uscito dall’'uovo, giraffa alla-
mpanata in mezzo alla vegetazione ancora bassa; o uno che testimoniava un passato senza ritorno,

dinosaurosuperstite dopo ch’era cominciato il Cenozoico [ ....]
(Calvino 1965: 83)

Every now and then, among the many forms of living beings, | encountered one who “was somebody”
more than | was: one who announced the future, the duck-billed platypus who nurses its young, just
hatched from the egg; or | might encounter another who bore witness to a past beyond all return, a di-
nosaur who had survived into the beginning of the Cenozoic [....]
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(Calvino 1968: 81-82)
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